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exemplified by his treatment of the Greeks, whom he had not endeavoured to Romanize,1 partly because it would have been extremely difficult to do so, and partly because, although he did not much like this mercurial nation, he nevertheless recognized that the sort of intellectual primacy which they enjoyed rendered it both necessary and justifiable to accord to them some special treatment. But he would have added that the last thing in the world he intended was to put into the heads of the provincials that, by copying Rome and Roman customs, they would acquire a right to sever their connection with the Empire and to govern themselves; in fact, that his central political conception was not to autonomize, but to Romanize, or at least Hellenize, the world.
What answer would the modern Imperialist give to the question of Quo vadis ? I do not think that the Frenchman, the Russian, the German, or the Italian, if the question were
1 " Wherever the Greek civilization had taken root, the Roman policy was rather to extend than to supplant it. In the East, the Romans were content to work through the Greek form of civilization, and to act as the successors of Alexander. They did not Romanize; they Hellenized" (Arnold, " Studies, etc.," p. 196).
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